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On february 6 and 7, 1987, I at.enced th~ h ssocurr Clean later
Commiss.on teeting i1 Jeffevson City the following 1s a surmary
of the womics discussed ard actions taken that are related to car

activities

1 Enfovrcerent Report - a Tist o€ those ratteis before the Atdornsy
General's offlice was provided to the Cormssion A cepy 15 attrached
to this remo  You will note that there are no major dischargers on
the list

2 Enfeicerent Pe“errals - tor cas s sere recoranded for refesral
to the Attorney Cencral's oF%1ce  The commission referred all _en
cases  TFord toto~ Comnans vas the only naicr facility roferved,
The cases raferred 1n priority orde~ uere

Starr Farrs/Tyson Foods
Ford towo~ Companry

Loma !i1nda Estates
Clearvic s Acres

Tonton Hi1lls Trailer Ter-
“sctivocd Resort

lays Laundiy

'ax Krochdale Subcivisior
Forard B Pestaurant

P &S Tructs.op

3 Propcsed Poqulrtions - the revised (zcaule.ics have bean ¢ fied

in responsa to co~rents rece.r2d  They 1111 '~ re-pronosed in the State
Register on larch 1 1999, and a nzt public hearing s schzduled for
Bpril 23 1987 1n Hanmibhal "Missoum It 1s honed that final actic

can be talen by the Commission et thaer €

4 CBig Mver - a presentativ by 7 'ovet ' nesaty of tossoury,
omn a mna tarlines nile near Pasicel, ' sso v 1S given to t e
Cormission  Bic River is a 11 h=-anatity stic 1 that the Depor rent of

Conservation says has heer seriouslv da:ace  "or about ?5 milec doir-
streart from the tarlings prle  Topreseatacrsce of the fc-artm2 t o,
Conversation in ~ttencance «f Ton mrotiigy s ot t! m toe r yle U o9s
uas the most seriods streanm degradation proble- p- the State
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Erc,ion of Lead Mine Tailings yrio Big River, btate of Mi3 \:¢¢&p~0hj/

Martna R Steincamp f{\jgh“

Attovney EMFC-LEGL
Robert L Morby %;7f61;
Chief HAZMN-ARHM

David R Trapp
Chiet, ENFC-LEGL

Lou e D Jacobs
Director, ENFC

David A Wagoner
Director, ARHN

Attaeched hereto 1s some sketcty information on a lead mine tailing
plrie near the Big River in the state of Missoury I nave reviev .-
the facts alleged 1n the letter from the Missour Depart of Con-
servation and have decided that action iould not be approir ate
under the Clean later Act Houever there are some 1ndn 10ns wnat
a dA 7003 action m ght be a propriate As you 111 noi. nt
let*er the Missoury Departmert of Conservatio feels this situation
he rreated « severe environmer .al problem  Althcugh St De

fi «rals Cocporatian, which p ced the lead minc tailing a

B1, River has deeded over the darea to a St Francois Envi  me

Co ~oration recent actions fr'ed against Hooker Cnemica o1 U .t
Cunal s1tuation 1ndicate thar the governmeunt fecls that 1 cCan sSuc
tt= origiral party creating t e hazard
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Dr MNoveh made several recomnenca*fons on stabilizying the pfle to

prevent further washout of tailinas Lo the river St Joe *anerals
Corporation had previously decded the property to the county, which A
no operates a sanitary laidfill at the locatyon I mentioned this
situation to Ralph Langereier for possible irclusion 1n the next

State/EPA agree~ent

A copy of the meeting agenda 15 attached and I con discuss with
you any of the other agenda 3ters which ray b2 of interest

ENFC CMPL DToensing sh x2576 2-25-80
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Erosion of Lead Mine Tailings 1nto Big River, State of Missours

o-y/

l
7
Martha R Steincamp {V\:%\
ENFC-LEGL

David R Tripp
Chief, ENFC-LEGL

Attached hereto 1s a copy of a letter to Fred Lafser, Director,
Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) from Larry R Gale,
Director, Missouri Department of Conservation The letter drscusses
a problem with Tlead mine tailing erosion into the Big River The
letter states that "the tailings have had extreme adverse affects on
populations of fish and other aquatic 1i1fe for a distance of 10
miles with incompliete recovery 25 miles downstream “

After reviewing this letter I do not feel that 1t 1s an appropriate
Clean Water Act case, however, there are some indications that the
RBCRA 7003 action might be appropriate I have not seen a copy of
your letter to the Missouri Attorney General on this case Do you
know whether the Hazardous Materials Branch in Region VII 1s
considering this case? Is the State of Missouri taking action on
this case?

Attachment

EPA Fom 1320 6 (Rev 3 76)
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Hr ¥red Lafaex, Firvactor

uigseourl Separtzent of Jatzral Yesouzcus
1014 Hadienc
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Jefisrson CAty, “losourd $5102

Lesy Freod \
I an sogry that you were wachle $9 sttend our 2weting lzat Tuesday o
dlacuss rhe erosion of lead mnisne taflfaps into 3iy Biver It wes a wery
good geoslen aad wa ware espacially faterestad fu ths rasuits vhich Dr
Jorm Foven veportsd on the ressayeh coarrzet vhlch your Depstiveat
swardad to tie Livil Enginsering Jepartuent 4t W The folloulng 18 @
surmaticn of eour viswe of the tallings prollex

Tuses was & catostrophie f2f{luse of the Levn sround tho perivetar of tha
tailings depozit Lo che opring of 1577 follouiap a very hesvy rafz ¢
Incal caroefes Tire: ddscovared the tedlimes i3 tha viver n4d rop aroed
t.e problenm W 23 Ye hava gubsggunatly ulscaceed the atteatic- wirs
revcesantatives of your Tepariwmsut, tho Yisscaerl Cleaw Yater Cumnrisslon
&nl 8¢, Joa *imezal Tovpitatios.

.@ dafsi:ted & gtuey $u the fall of 11717 te dutarnine offocks of toa
gailinge on Fig Rivar Thiz gontisoing stndy hao demwastrates af 6o
tyflinns awn kad sxtyemos adverse affeets o populativas of £i2s 2ald othay
er 27 %c life for » distenca of 1 miles with ircesplete wacovery Y niles
crargiresm The tallinge are contiselny to =wove dovagtrsdr and 2r¢ zvidenl
2% +iles of vora below the yoint of mitry into & o viver

T aye + 8 been adiirdonal inflov of tailingw lste iy "iver wics eazs hcuvy
rai~ Fragion @41} covtings oneil the eresioa gurgs ie fillad and she
draina o aygten vastored.

4 jusisfen wes micde fu 1977 by She St ¥reve iz Faviromwmeastal corprrvaniows
(londfiil s eoyity) to stare £411ing the fuves with Jemlition asveriel
auch A2 skoax, bHeilhw, logs. &t Lrush ¥ sve unawavs £f vhen a daevi-~foa
was wade o indivac other wodid waste Lulk ou o fisld trip to tuo gver
Jetes  Cevainwicnrr Znbart Aylward and gome of our stalf obesrved enor wug
acounaza of tives of all sizan, plsotia ssrisa rvubber ctyips, cardhesrd
enk w.t whileks *avae baens donped 9o the evoslon gavpe A Ivrme ar~ at
of tFix #0114 wsate nap veelwed dfuto the tisber oud futo Bip Ploey ar ¢



P

Wt -Noe, SN SN, 38~

———t e R 2 e

' W chul|!°ll A - v ey - -

¥r VYred lLafser ~2- August 13, 1979

mouth of the gorga. ¥Tires, plastic, rubder, and other tragh ara vieibla
in the river downstream for at least two milee, prodbably many mere miles

A much smaller problem rxelated to the lead mines in the Deslodge-Bouna
Terras ares can be eanily resolved This is the large number of {ron pipes
left in Big River im tha 1930's following core drilling of the undarlying
ore body during mining Theso gre three-inch vertical pipes vhich ertend
into the solid rock formation balow the bed of the stream. Tha drill

holes then extond into the bedrock and aleo into the water im the wined
area under the river There are approximately 100 pipes in the river
between Leadwood and the tailings pile Soveral of the pipes are open

with vater flowing out under a conpiderable head of pressure, some 12 to

15 feet The pipes are a hazard to canoceists and damage the sasthetics

of thia reach of stream lMr John Keanedy of St, Joe Minexal Corporation
has fnformed us that they would be willing to remove the pipes from the
river 1f they are not required te grout the drill holes We have anclvzed
the watar flowing from smome of the pipes and in our epinion, the quality

of the mine water is such that discharga to the river would not result in
any adverge effects on figh or other aquatic life Since there are hundreds
of drill holas into the nmine wiick ars not grouted and gince there are cany
natural openings and many man-made openings between tag surface and the mina
vater, prouting only the drill holes in the river would make l4ttle differ-
ence.,

Cur primary purpose in writing this letter is to offer our full support in
the resolution of tha problems on b4g River and to make the following
Pecommaezdations!

1 The dumping of tires and other trash in the gorge ahould be
gtopped immediataly since larga amounts of solid wasre dumped
there will enter the viver We also request that the landfill
authority be required to retrieve the tires and other waste
whiich hag washed and blown into tha stresam from the gorge and
from tueir dump

2 St Joe ¥Yinoral Corporstion should be contactad again to requast
their cooperation and voluntary action to £111 the gorge and
restore the stability of tho perimeter of tha tailings depoait

3 The ncecessary work to fill the gorge should derin aa soon ae
poesible after Dr Novak furnishtes his report {m Octodber on
alternative methods of solving the problem

4, ‘Hethods of rcrmoval of tatlinge from ths river should be explored
Posaibly s low dam with periodic dredging of tailings which
accumylate at the dam would be feaaible
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75, We request rewoval of the abandoned iron pipes in the river g
! = between Leadwood and Dsslodge. St, Joo Minerals will do this o
s 1wmediataly &£ Lt 15 approved by tha proper author(ity in your w7y
Lo~ Departmnt. - Y4 e Pl
P . % et g ;\’
Our regearch on tha affected veach of Big River shows that ghis 4o the w3
wost dawaging water pollutton problem in tho Meranse Baai.q, “Savere .
danmage to an othcrwise high quality stroam vill continue ‘to increase Tem
unless majoy corrective action is initisted Agadw, I assurs you that-; _: .. .
wa will take every poseidla acttaa te aantat you in stopyins this.damage * iy o
to Big River. i - ’4’\".." "’._“,.."*'r o 5 ¢ w v ol
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